
Origin: Native to South East Asia it 
was accidentally brought to 
Pennsylvania in 1930 as a seed 
contaminant. Since its arrival it has 
spread over 500 km along the North 
Eastern Coast of the U.S. 
 
Status: Currently not in Canada. 
Found in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
York, New Jersey, Delaware, Virginia 
and West Virginia.   
 
Impacts: Able to grow half a foot a 
day it overtakes native vegetation 
by growing over top smothering 
them and blocking out the sunlight. 
 
 
Where to Look: Direct sunlight is 
preferred along with damp soil. It is 
prevalent in open and disturbed 
areas; along roadsides, ditches, 
stream banks, wet meadows and 
clear cuts.   
 

FRUIT RESEMBLE BLUEBERRIES AND ATTRACT WILDLIFE WHO THEN  ACT AS 

A DISPERSING AGENT 

MileMile--aa--minute minute   

WeedWeed  
SSTOPTOP    

THETHE  

SSPREADPREAD  

Photo Credits: Stem and flowers: W.M. Ciesla, 

Forest Health Management International; Stem 

showing sap: N.E. Rees, USDA Agricultural Re-

search Service; Close-up of leaf and beetle: USDA 

APHIS PPQ Archive;  Banner Photo:  ISCM 
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Funding for this project was provided in part 

by the Invasive Alien Species Partnership 

Program, a Government of Canada initiative. 

Fruit 

Look For: 
 

◊Stems have recurved barbs 
 
◊Leaves also have recurved 

barbs on underside. Light 
green in colour, triangular 
in shape, have saucer-
shaped sheaths at base of 
each leaf 

 
◊Flowers are white and 

incospicuous, grow on a 
spike 

 
◊Fruit resemble blueberries 

Report a Sighting:  

I n v a s i v e  S p e c i e s  C o u n c i l  o f  M a n i t o b a  

5006 Roblin Boulevard Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3R 0G7 
ph: (204) 232-6021 fax: (204) 986-7236  

info@invasivespeciesmanitoba.com 

http://www.eddmaps.org/prairieregion/  

http://www.eddmaps.org/prairieregion/

